
BASIC WASH CARE SYMBOLS & ITS MEANINGS

Introduction
T h i s  g u i de  has  de t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t ha t  w i l l  be  he l p f u l  f o r  u n de rs ta n d i n g  t he  w as h  ca re  
sy m b o l s, t he i r  m ea n i n g(s) w i t h  a de t a i l e d  desc r i p t i o n.

What is the purpose of this guide?

T h e  p u r p ose o f  t h is  g u i d e  i s  f o r  y o u  t o  u n de rs tan d  an d  to  u p d a te  y o u r  k n o w l e d ge  i n  te r m s  
o f  bas i c  w as h  ca re  s y m b o ls, m a t c h  t he  m e r c h a n d ise  w a s h  ca re  l a be ls  w i t h  t h is  g u i de  an d  
ap p r o p r i a t e l y  f o l l o w  t he same  t o k ee p  y o u r  m e r c ha n d i se i n  g o o d  c o n d i t i o n  an d  f o r  a l o n ge r  
l i f e

Who will be benefited from this guide?
T h i s  w i l l  he l p  y o u  t o  u n de rs tan d  an y  spec i a l  w as h  ca re  i n s t r u c t i o n s  an d  e d u ca te  y o u rse l f  
ab o u t  an y  e x t r a ca re, i f  r e q u i r e d.



Wash Symbols

Machine 
Wash, 

Normal

G a r m e n t  m a y  be l a u n de r e d t h r o u g h  t he us e o f  h o t t es t  
a v a i l a b l e  w a te r, d e te r ge n t o r  soa p, ag i t a t i o n, an d  a 

m ac h i n e d es i g ne d  f o r  t h i s p u r p os e.

Machine 
Wash, Cold

I n i t i a l  w a t e r  t e m pe ra t u r e sh o u l d  n o t  e x c eed 30 C  o r  65 t o  
85F.

Machine 
Wash, Warm I n i t i a l  w a t e r  t e m pe ra t u r e sh o u l d  n o t  e x c eed 40 C  o r  1 05F.

Machine 
Wash, Hot I n i t i a l  w a t e r  t e m pe ra t u r e sh o u l d  n o t  e x c eed 50 C  o r  1 20F.

Machine 
Wash, Hot I n i t i a l  w a t e r  t e m pe ra t u r e sh o u l d  n o t  e x c eed 60 C  o r  1 40F.



Machine 
Wash, Hot I n i t i a l  w a te r te m pe ra t u r e s ho u l d  n o t  e x c ee d 70 C  o r  1 60F.

Machine 
Wash, Hot I n i t i a l  w a te r te m pe ra t u r e s ho u l d  n o t  e x c ee d 95C  o r  200F.

NOTE: S Y S T E M  O F  D O T S  I N D I C A T I N G  T E M P E R A T U R E  R A N G E  I S  T H E  S A M E  F O R  A L L  W A S H

Machine 
Wash, 

Permanent 
Press

G a r m e n t  m a y  be m ac h i ne l a u n d e r e d o n l y  o n  t he set t i n g  
d es i g ne d  t o p r ese r v e Pe r m ane n t P ress w i t h  c o o l  d o w n  o r  

c o l d  r i nse p r i o r  t o r e d uc e d sp i n.

Machine Wash, 
Gentle or 
Delicate

G a r m e n t  m a y  be m ac h i ne l a u n d e r e d o n l y  o n  t he set t i n g  
des i g ne d f o r  ge n t l e a g i t a t i o n  an d/or r e d uc e d t i m e  f o r  

d e l i c a te i te ms.

Hand Wash G a r m en t  m a y  be l a u n d e r e d th r o u g h  t he use o f  w a te r, 
d e t er ge n t o r  s oa p an d ge n t l e h a n d  m a n i p u l a t i o n.



Do Not Wash G a r m e n t  m a y  n o t  b e sa fe l y  l a u n de r e d b y  an y  p r o c ess. 
N o r m a l l y  ac c o m pan i e d b y  D r y  C l ea n i ns t r u c t i o ns.

Bleach Symbols

NOTE : A l l  (98+ %) w as ha b l e te x t i l es a r e sa f e i n  s o m e t y p e o f  b l eac h. I F  B L E A C H  I S  N O T  M E N T I O N E D  
O R  R E P R E S E N T E D  B Y  A  S Y M B O L,  A N Y  B L E A C H  M A Y  B E  U S E D.

Bleach When 
Needed

A n y  c o m m e r c i a l l y  a v a i l a b l e b l eac h p r o d u c t m a y  be use d  
i n  t he l a u n de r i n g  p r o c ess.

Non-Chlorine 
Bleach When 

Needed
O n l y  n o n-c h l o r i n e, c o l o r-sa f e b l eac h m a y  be us ed i n  t he  
l a u n d e r i n g  p r o c ess. C h l o r i n e b l eac h m a y  n o t  be us ed.



Do Not Bleach N o  b l eac h p r o d u c t  m a y  be us ed. T h e ga r m e n t  i s n o t  
c o l o r f as t o r  st r uc t u r a l l y  a b l e t o w i t hs ta n d  an y  b l eac h.

Dry Symbols

Tumble Dry, 
Normal

A  m ac h i ne d r y e r  m a y  be re g u l a r l y  us ed at t he h o t t es t  
a v a i l a b l e te m pe ra t u r e set t i n g.

Tumble Dry, 
Normal, Low 

Heat
A  m ac h i n e d r y e r  m a y  be re g u l a r l y  use d a t a m a x i m u m  o f  

L o w  H ea t  set t i n g.

Tumble Dry, 
Normal, 

Medium Heat
A  m ac h i n e d r y e r  m a y  be re g u l a r l y  use d a t a m a x i m u m  o f  

M e d i u m  H ea t  set t i n g.

Tumble Dry, 
Normal, High 

Heat
A  m ac h i n e d r y e r  m a y  be re g u l a r l y  use d a t a H i g h  H ea t  

set t i n g.



Tumble Dry, 
Normal, No 

Heat
A  m ac h i ne d r y e r  m a y  be re g u l a r l y  us ed o n l y  a t N o  H ea t  

o r  A i r  O n l y  set t i n g.

NOTE: S Y S T E M  O F  D O T S  I N D I C A T I N G  T E M P E R A T U R E  R A N G E  I S  T H E  S A M E  F O R  A L L  D R Y  
P R O C E D U R E S.

Tumble Dry, 
Permanent 

Press
A  m ac h i ne d r y e r  m a y  be re g u l a r l y  us ed o n l y  a t t he  

Pe r m a ne n t  P ress set t i n g.

Tumble Dry, 
Gentle

A  m ac h i ne d r y e r  m a y  be re g u l a r l y  us ed o n l y  a t t he G e n t l e  
set t i n g.

Do Not 
Tumble Dry

A  m ac h i n e d r y e r  m a y  n o t  be us ed. U s u a l l y  ac c o m pan i e d  b y  
an a l te r na t e d r y i n g  m e t h o d  s y m b o l.

Do Not Dry A  m ac h i n e d r y e r  m a y  n o t  be us ed. U s u a l l y  ac c o m pan i e d  b y  
an a l te r na t e d r y i n g  m e t h o d  s y m b o l.



Line Dry H a n g  da m p  ga r m e n t  f r o m  l i ne o r  b ar, i n o r  o u t  d o o r s.

Drip Dry H a n g  d r i p p i n g  w e t  g a r m en t  f r o m  l i ne o r  ba r, i n  o r  o u t  
d o o rs, w i t h o u t  h a n d  shap i n g  o r  s m o o t h i n g.

Dry Flat L a y  o u t  h o r i z o n t a l l y  f o r  d r y i n g.

Wring

Do Not Wring D o  N o t  W r i n g.

Iron Symbols
NOTE: I F  I R O N I N G  I S  N O T  N E C E S S A R Y, R E G U L A R  C A R E  P R O C E D U R E  I T  N E E D  N O T  B E  
M E N T I O N E D

I ron, Any 
Temperature, 
Steam or Dry

R e g u l a r  i r o n i n g  m a y  be nee de d an d m a y  be pe r f o r m ed  at  
a n y  a v a i l a b l e te m pe ra t u r e w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  s team  is  

ac c ep t a b l e.



I ron, Low R e g u l a r  i r o n i n g, stea m  o r  d r y, m a y  be pe r f o r m e d  a t  
L o w  set t i n g  (1 10C, 230F) o n l y. 

I ron, Medium R e g u l a r  i r o n i n g, stea m  o r  d r y, m a y  be pe r f o r m e d  a t  
M e d i u m  set t i n g  (150 C, 300F). 

I ron, High
R e g u l a r  i r o n i n g, stea m  o r  d r y, m a y  be pe r f o r m e d  a t  
H i g h  set t i n g  (200C, 290F). 

NOTE: S Y S T E M  O F  D O T S  I N D I C A T I N G  T E M P E R A T U R E  R A N G E  I S  T H E  S A M E  F O R  A L L  
I R O N I N G  P R O C E D U R E S.

Do Not Steam

S team  i r o n i n g  w i l l  h a r m  ga r m en t, b u t  re g u l a r d r y  
i r o n i n g  a t i n d i c a te d te m pe ra t u r e set t i n g  is ac c ep ta b l e. 

Do Not I ron I t e m  m a y  n o t  b e s m o o t he d  o r  f i n i s he d w i t h  a n i r o n. 

Dry-clean Symbols



Dry-clean D r y  C l ea n, an y  so l v e n t, an y  c y c l e a n y  m o i s t u r e, an y  
hea t. 

Dry-clean, Any 
Solvent

D r y  C l ea n, an y  so l v e n t. U s ua l l y  us ed w i t h  o t he r  
r es t r i c t i o ns o n  p r o pe r d r y  c lea n i n g  p r o c e d u r e. 

Dry-clean, 
Petroleum Solvent 

Only
D r y  C l ea n  us i n g  o n l y  p e t r o l e u m  so l v e n t. U s u a l l y  use d  
w i t h  o t he r  r es t r i c t i o ns. 

Dry-clean, Any 
Solvent Except 

Trichloroethylene
A n y  d r y  c l ea n i n g  s o l v e n t  o t he r  t ha n  t r i c h l o r o e t h y l e ne  
m a y  be sa fe l y  us ed. 

Dry-clean, Short 
Cycle M a y  be us ed w i t h  A ,  P, o r  F  so l v e n t  r es t r i c t i o n. 

Dry-clean, Reduced 
Moisture M a y  be us ed w i t h  A ,  P, o r  F  so l v e n t  r es t r i c t i o n. 



Dry-clean, Low 
Heat M a y  be use d w i t h  A ,  P, o r  F  so l v e n t  res t r i c t i o n. 

Dry-clean, No 
Steam M a y  be use d w i t h  A ,  P, o r  F  so l v e n t  res t r i c t i o n. 

Do Not Dry-clean G a r m en t  m a y  n o t  be c o m m e r c i a l l y  d r y-c lea ne d. 


